page T8 * The Airdee Echo

PRt TPy OF
SohcaT s Pkl Fdifiny

. perfect, bt for Rose,

@ Fiddlers group takes all
. ages with a love of music

Founder plays through arthritis pain, teaches others

SRR [

rthritis  hasa't  prevented
Af"h“'“' Kose from playing the
todin. Her plaving may not be

on isn'k as

necessary as a genuine love for making
music,
And that is the tane she brings to the

: Northern Hills Fiddlers — an instruc-

tional group for children and adults who

Jknow a little fiddie, but want to learn

more. Rose started the in her base-
ment three years ago and has since ex-
it into a rehearsal area at Cardel
in northeast Calgary — with room

for more.

“We can definitely take more fid-
diers,” she sald, adding that hers is the
only group she knows of that takes

as well as children,

Ohme of those adults is Adrdrie’s Cindy
Wamnack, who has made it a life goa! to
mﬂgm proficient Tty

on the pen-
tivwisisthe and the Bodhran, which is an
frish drum, Warnock turned her sights
to the Addle, but couldn’t find a group in
Adrdrie with which to learn. Rose's group,
although it is in Calgary, was just the
thcket.

“1 think it's great, because as long as
voar hove the fiddbe and mssbe, vou don'l
have to be extremely proficient,”
Waernesck said, adding that while she con-

tirvines fey lrarn froum Rnaes ehae dresan®)

yet perform with the hiddlers, but ac-
companies the group with her other in-
struments.

“I hope to be fiddiing with them
soom,” she saad,

Fur Rosar, learning and playing music
is about finding a person’s individual
gifts, not just having peefect finger posi-
tion. She said her students are not ad-
vanced, but still know how to entertain
crowds at malls, trade shows and seniors
hoenes and that is what it is all about.

“These kids go to different places and
33 for people and they are just boved

#et stancing ovabions,” she said.“In
thhm are special, they realize
" s mboby

who began plaving the violin at
age eight, was dagnosed arthritis at
ags 17. After theee shoctors told
her she had to give up the instrument, so
Rose put her violin in the closet and
turnied to chemistry, eventually earning
her master's degree and becoming a
math and sclence teacher,

Bust she abways kept her viokin in the
choset, pulling it out now and then to play
at homme ar at the eccasional muasic camp.
One day, a neighbour beard her playing
and tried to get her to join a string quar-
tet. It took some convincing, but Rose
agreed and began rehearsing and per-
forming. Once she realized she could
play — with the help of heat wraps for
her hands — she decided to train as a
teacher and pass on her love of music,

“It dawned on me | could play the vi-
olin,” Rose said. *T don't have to be a
soloist in a symphony.”

Once she had some students, Kose
began to realize that most children will
play classical musie, bt may lose intenes!
after awhile — so she turned it up a
notch and started teaching such pleces as
The Devil's Dream, Orange Blossom
Special and several Irish jigs.

Rose, whose 12-year-old daughter also
plays with the fiddlers, believes the ex-
perience is beneficial for all the children
not only in terms of musical experience,
but in how performing helps them be
mwste comlident in dadly Life.

“1 think the kids” joy comes from when
they perform,”she sasd.

Wamock encourages bisdding Sddiers
of any age to join up, if they really have
& BTt

“There's ne sense in putting it off.”
she said. “You may never get bo it.*

The cost to join the Northern Hills
Fiddlers is $40 per month and fiddlers
rvust provide tiear own instruments, For
more information, e-mail to: cather-
ine@northernhillsfiddlers.org or visit:
www northernhillsfiddiers, org
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